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Beech Class 2011-2012

Dear Parent/ Carers of Beech Class, 
Having settled into the new school year at Westover Green, the children of Beech class are now moving full steam ahead into the academic year. With the children now aware of what the upcoming year has in store for them, the children are looking forward with a mixed bag of feelings (ranging from enthusiasm to apprehension). In order to support the children throughout their Beech Class journey, I would like to make you aware of what is to be expected in the near future. 
This year Beech Class is a combined year 5 and 6 class. The class will be taught by myself (Miss Hutter) and supported by Mrs Godfrey and Mrs Haste. A significant focus for the Year 6 children throughout the Year will be their end of Key Stage 2 SATs (this will be discussed further during the Parent/Teacher consultation evenings in November). However, for both Year 5 and 6 the main focus will be furthering their academic ability across the curriculum.
In Literacy, the children will be beginning the academic year with a focus on poetry. They will then continue the fiction theme- studying a range of narrative genres. The children will look into a variety of authors and texts, including stories using the flashback technique. After Christmas the children will move on to non-fiction genres, including: biographies and autobiographies; journalistic writing; argument and formal writing. If you wish to support your child with their Literacy at home, we always encourage an enthusiastic attitude towards reading, not only as a means of developing the children’s literary abilities, but also as a form of entertainment and escapism. 
In Numeracy there will be 5 main areas of study that are studied and revisited throughout the whole year. These will be: counting, partitioning and calculating; securing number facts and understanding shape; handling data and measures; calculating measure and understanding shape and securing number facts, relationships and calculating. For all these units of work it is essential for the children’s mathematical progress that they are familiar with their times tables. Therefore, any involvement in number games and everyday maths problems at home would greatly help the children. 
For Science this year the Year 5 and 6 children will have different programmes of study. Topics for the Year 6 children include: Dissolving; Reversible and Irreversible Changes; Forces in Action; How We See Things; Micro-Organisms; Changing Circuits and Interdependence and Adaptation. The Year 5 children will be studying: Solids and Liquids; Keeping Warm; Circuits and Conductors; Friction; Moving and Growing and Habitats. 
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