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13th September 2011
Autumn Term Newsletter 

Elm Class Year 4
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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to our very busy Autumn Term in Key Stage 2.  My name is Mrs. Jolley and in Elm Class we will be working with Mrs. Davies and Miss Warren.  All of your children have settled really well into Elm Class.  

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of some of the topics that we will be covering in class this term.  If you have any concerns about your child or feel that there is any information I need to know then please come and tell me.  I am very willing to meet with parents before school between 8.35-8.45am or straight after school.  I can usually be found in the classroom or alternatively, ring the school office to make an appointment.  In November we have a great opportunity to have a chat about your  child at Parent’s evening. 
The following information will enable you to support your child through the year.

Weekly Spellings

These are given out on a Monday.  The children need to practice the words by writing them on the front neatly at least 5 times.  On the back of the sheet, the children need to write a different sentence for each of the words.  This needs to be written in pencil.  The spellings must be returned by the following Monday or they will have to attend the Homework Club at 1pm that day.  We would appreciate your support with this homework.
55 club and times tables!

The 55 club is a unique way for the children to learn their multiplication and division facts.  The children get really excited and enjoy moving up the 55 club challenge board.  The challenge is on a Wednesday morning and the children will be given their sheet at the end of the day to take home and practice ready for next week’s challenge.  A times tables test will be held every Friday morning.  We will let you know which tables to practice each week.

Homework

Other homework will be set at regular intervals with a due date made clear.  Please support your child with this part of their learning.

Reading

Please listen to your child read regularly and ask them questions to check their understanding.  Can all children bring their bookbag into school every day.  Please sign their reading record when you listen to your child read, as books will not be changed without one.  Children who are free readers need to ensure they have a book in their bookbag, they can either bring one from home or visit the school library on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday lunch time to choose a book. 
Games/P.E.
Elm Class will have PE on a Monday and Thursday, please ensure each child has a pair of daps or trainers, shorts and a t-shirt.  In colder weather can you make sure your child has warm clothing e.g. jogging bottoms and track suit jacket/jumper.

Autumn Term topics

	Literacy
	Poetry, stories that raise issues, persuasive and explanation writing

	Numeracy
	In line with the numeracy framework, discussing different strategies

	ICT
	Creating patterns and branching data

	Art
	Journeys

	Geography
	Investigating Bridgwater and Exmoor

	PE
	Dance and Invasion Games

	Science
	Friction, solids, liquids, gas and separation

	PSHCE
	Feelings and relationships

	RE
	What can we learn about the life and teaching of Jesus?

	French
	Conversational phrases

	Music
	Painting with sound and class orchestra


Yours sincerely 

Mrs Jolley
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