Autumn Term Newsletter
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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to our very busy Autumn Term in Key Stage 2.  My name is Mr. Thayer and I will be your child’s teacher in Holly class and will be working with Mrs. Ennals, Mrs. Storer and Mrs. Beecham. 

Reading Books

Can you please make sure that you have listened to your child reading at least twice a week? Make sure that they understand what they are reading by asking questions. Please sign their reading record books and make any comments about their reading. Please note that books will not be changed without a signature.  A record is kept of book changing and we positively encourage children to practise reading at home and change their book regularly. The children have already been shown how to access books from the library and books can be changed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunchtimes.  

Times tables and the 55 club!
Every child will have to practice a times table each week. The times table will be given on a Tuesday and again the aim is to practice during the week for the test the following Tuesday. In addition the 55 club will continue on a Friday. 

Spellings

Every child will have a spellings sheet given to them on Tuesdays. The aim is to practice these spellings during the week for the test the following Tuesday. These spellings will be linked to phonemes and spelling rules which the children will be learning in class each week.

Homework

One piece of homework will be given out each week. This may be Literacy, Numeracy or Topic based research.  This may be given out to children on any day (usually Friday), but must always be returned on the following Tuesday.

Rewards

The reward system in Key Stage 2 is that children are awarded team points. Team points are given for a variety of reasons for example working hard, positive behaviour, a willingness to help etc… The children have ‘golden time’ on a Friday afternoon. 
Games/PE

We will be having PE on Wednesday and Friday. Can you please make sure that your child has their kit in school on these days?  When the weather is cooler can you please ensure your child has warm clothing e.g. jogging bottoms and track suit jacket/jumper?
Medical Conditions

Can you please let me know if your child has any medical conditions that we need to be aware of whilst they’re at school?

Subject Topics this term
	Literacy
	Poetry, Stories that raise issues, persuasive and explanation writing

	Numeracy
	In line with the numeracy framework

	ICT
	Creating patterns and branching data

	Art
	Journeys

	Geography
	Investigating Bridgwater and Exmoor

	PE
	Dance and Invasion Games

	Science
	Friction, solids, liquids, gas and separation

	PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education)
	Feelings and relationships

	RE
	What can we learn about the life and teaching of Jesus?

	French
	What do we know about France?

	Music
	Painting with sound and class orchestra


I look forward to having a good working relationship with both you and your child. If you feel you have any expertise or any additional resources to aid the teaching of the above topics or if you have any queries in general please feel free to speak with me. It is usually best to catch me after school as the mornings can be somewhat manic!  

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Thomas Thayer 

