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Autumn Term Newsletter Pear Class
Dear Parents/Carers of children in Pear Class

First of all, a big welcome back to everyone who has a child in Pear Class.  I hope your child is settling into Pear Class and getting used to new routines.  My name is Miss Comley and I am the class teacher for Pear.  Working alongside me is Mrs Morris who knows the children well.  She is vital in the way the class works.   This letter is just to remind you of our routines and to let you know about some general things for this term.  

Start of the Day
The school day begins at 8:50 when the bell will be rung.  We appreciate your support in ensuring your child is at school by this time, so that they can settle into class with the rest of their friends.  Children will line up with their class in the Key Stage 1 playground and then walk to their classroom on the other side of the building.  If you are late and the class has already left the playground, please make sure you report to the office.

Absence
If your child is away from school, please phone the school or write a note explaining the reason for the absence.  
Security
For security reasons, if your child is being picked up from school by somebody different, please let us know.

Snacks
Each day, children in Key Stage 1 classes will be offered a free piece of fruit or vegetable to enjoy as a snack.  If you choose to send an additional snack, please make sure it is a healthy option of either fruit or vegetables, e.g. an apple, a bag of sultanas etc.  These can be kept in your child’s drawer until break time.

Reading 
Book bags need to be in school every day and should go home each night.  Please try to read with your child as often as you can, in a cosy, relaxed way, and sign their reading record once you have heard them read.  If you have read with your child and feel they are ready to have a different book, please note this in their record and we will do our best to change their book.  Please remember that talking about the pictures, discussing the story, guessing what might happen next and simply ‘enjoying’ the book are important ways to encourage a child to want to read.
Homework
Reading is the main form of homework at Year 2.  However, we also teach ‘key’ words, words which occur frequently.  I will be sending home target words for your child to practise reading and spelling.  I would appreciate your support in helping your child learn these words.
Maths homework such as learning addition bonds or times tables will also be set but my main goal is for your child to enjoy their learning.  I will be sending home a homework book which they can use to do voluntary homework such as practising handwriting, their maths, writing stories or research on a topic etc.
P.E.
Pear Class has PE on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Children will need to have shorts, a T-shirt and daps/trainers in school, preferably in a named bag.  Please label any kit.  In colder weather they can also wear jogging bottoms.  On PE days can you also make sure that all rings, earrings and necklaces are removed if your child can’t do so themselves, and long hair is tied back.  

Medical Conditions
Please let us know if your child has any medical conditions that we need to be aware of, if the school doesn’t already know.  If your child has asthma and requires an inhaler, this needs to be in school at all times.

Subject Topics this term
Below are some of the topics we will be learning about this term.  Wherever possible, we try to link units of work to make the learning more enjoyable and relevant.  
	Literacy
	Stories with familiar settings;

Poetry - ‘Patterns on the Page’ which will be linked to Fair, Carnival and Fireworks.  We will visit the Fair as part of this work;
Information texts –linked to our History unit on Florence Nightingale.  

Later in the term we will be looking at instructions and explanations.

	Numeracy
	This is in line with the Primary Framework for Numeracy.

	Science
	Forces – focusing on pushes and pulls;
Electricity.

	ICT
	Writing stories, communicating by using text;
Creating pictures, using an art package.

Children will also be encouraged to apply their ICT skills in different areas of learning.

	History
	Why do we remember Florence Nightingale?
Remembrance

	PE
	Indoor PE - Gymnastics (using small apparatus); Dance.
Outdoor PE – Games.

	Art
	Mother Nature – Using natural objects as a stimulus for drawing and painting;  
Printing – linked to wrapping paper, cards and gift tags near Christmas.

	RE
	How should we live our lives?  This focuses on Christianity and Judaism.

	PSHCE
	New Beginnings; Getting on and Falling Out; Choices.

	Music
	Long and short of it –exploring ‘duration’; Feel the Pulse – exploring pulse and rhythm.

	Geography and Design & Technology will be carried out later in the year.

	Proposed Visits
	Visit to the Fair as part of our literacy; Visit from a nurse as part of our History;  Visit from Community Support Officer as part of PSCHE (Stranger Danger);  Visit to the Magdalen Project at Chard, allowing children to experience and enjoy a range of outdoor activities.


I look forward to working with you and your child this year.  If you have any concerns or queries and would like to talk to me, I am more than happy to do so.  I may be busy at the beginning of the day, preparing work or settling the class, but can try and make time available at the end of the day.  Thank you very much for your support.  

Angela Comley
Pear Class Teacher
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