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9th September 2011
Dear Parents of Plum and Mulberry Class

Firstly thank you and your child for helping to make the first week in their new school so successful. The children have been happy, settled and learning and playing with new friends even if some days did begin with the occasional upset.  Please remember to see a member of the Foundation Stage team over any concerns - our doors are always open as we begin working together.

This letter is just to remind and inform you of a few things.

Lining up!

We encourage our children in Foundation Stage to become as independent as possible and begin the day as we mean to go on, ie, hanging their own coat on the peg, walk into the classroom with their classmates, putting their own book bag in the book bag box etc. These things will contribute to their learning and development. The school day begins at 8.50 signalled by a bell. Please say goodbye to your child whilst they are in the line waiting to go into class and stay behind the green gates. We appreciate your support in this matter.

PE

Next week the children will change for PE for the first time. The sessions will be inside and the children do not need daps this term. Please ensure that every item of clothing is clearly labelled as the first few times changing can be chaotic and it will be a great help!  It will also be helpful if your child can bring a coat to school every day so we can go outside whatever the weather. Please remember that the only jewellery to be worn by children are stud earrings. These must be taken out by parents on PE days unless your child can take their earrings out independently. Mulberry will have PE on a Wednesday and Thursday. Plum will have their sessions on Monday and Friday. It is really helpful if the children leave their kits in school all the time. We will then send them home at the end of every half term to be washed.
Toys in school

Toys and teddies now need to stay at home please. We are aware they have helped comfort many children but now need to stay at home so they don’t get mislaid.  VIPs will be the only children to bring toys in on a Friday. Each child will get a turn to be VIP (Very Important Person) throughout the year where they can wear home clothes and bring in a toy. We will introduce VIP once the children are in school full time. 
Team points

In the next few weeks we will be assigning your child to a school team. When a child has done something well they will be awarded a team point.  The children collect as many points as they can, working as a team, then all the points for each team are collated for the whole school and the winning team is announced each Friday in assembly.  If your child has an older sibling, they will automatically be in the same team.  

The team system is named after local rivers and then is linked to a colour as shown below.



BRUE
  Blue



TONE

Red



AXE
   Yellow


PARRETT
Green
Book Bags
Please encourage your child to remember to bring their book bag in daily to school. We have begun choosing library books to take home and share with their family, and over the course of the year, your child will be given a reading book as we progress through our phonics scheme. We are unable to send books home, however, if your child has not got a book bag. School logo book bags can be purchased from Hooks. However, any green book bag or similar is more than adequate.
Thank you!
The Foundation Stage team
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      From left to right: Miss Warren, Mrs Hinde, Mr Coath, Miss Lock, Mrs Barnes and Mrs Mullins.
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