National Year of Communication

2011 will be a National Year focusing on improving children and young people’s speech, language and communication skills

Language and communication difficulties represent a substantial problem in the community. The impact of communication difficulties crosses all aspects of the life of a child, young person or adult.

Some Facts from Research

Health

· Poor communication is widely recognised as a risk factor for mental health 
Staying  safe

· Children with speech and language difficulties experience more frequent bullying, partly because of the way they speak but also because they often lack the skills to negotiate social situations.

· Children with limited communication skills are less able to let others know that they are experiencing neglect or abuse.

Educational acheivement

· Vocabulary at age 5 is the strongest predictor of later school achievement 

· Early speech, language and communication difficulties are a very significant predictor of later literacy difficulties.

· Only a quarter of children with speech, language and communication needs reach the expected levels for their age in English and Maths at age 11.  Only 6% get five good GCSEs including English and Maths.

· Primary-aged children with poor reading comprehension make greater improvements through intervention to develop oral language than through  intervention directly targeting reading comprehension skills 

Behaviour 

· Two in three (59%) of language-delayed three year olds have behaviour problems, compared to only 14% of non-language-delayed children 

· There is a strong link between delayed language and aggressive behaviour in 2 year olds, with evidence that the link is causal and may be caused by frustration.

· Two thirds of 7-14 year olds with serious behaviour problems have language impairment 
· Two thirds of young offenders have speech, language and communication difficulties.
Success in Education and Employment 
· Most children with early speech and language difficulties, without the right help, have poor educational outcomes, leading to low employability.

· Communication skills, along with influencing skills, computing skills, and literacy skills, have shown the greatest increase in employer-rated importance over the last 10 years. 

· 47% of employers in England report difficulty in finding employees with an appropriate level of oral communication skills 
Improving Communication is not just an issue for education and health services but needs to involve all who work with children and young people.

In Somerset we want to use the year to engage with everyone who works with children and young people to support their awareness of speech language and communication needs and find ways to increase their skills and knowledge.

We will do this using the Speech, Language and Communication Framework, (SLCF),  developed by The Communication Trust with support from the DCSF

You can view this along with other materials at;

www.communicationhelpoint.org.uk
The SLCF is a clear, comprehensive framework of the speech, language and communication skills and knowledge needed by anyone who works with children and young people.

Throughout the National Year for Communication we want to encourage everyone who works with children to use the framework to identify their current skills and knowledge and also to attend the training we can offer around the county to develop and extend these skills.
