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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to our very busy Spring Term!  Below are the details of the topics we are covering this term and additional information and pleas as to how you can support and help your children’s learning at home.
Conveying information

If you have any concerns about your child or feel that there is any information we need to know then please come and tell us.  We can meet with you between 8.40 am and 8.50am or after school.  We can usually be found in the classroom or alternatively, ring the school office to make an appointment.  Later on in the term we will have another parents evening.
Swimming

We will be swimming at Quantock Lodge pool on a Wednesday morning.  We will be leaving at 9am promptly, so please make sure children are in school on time.  Your child will need to bring a towel and trunks or swimming costume in a waterproof bag. Don’t forget your brush or comb.  No deodorants or smellies please.  Your child can bring goggles if they so wish. 

Weekly Spellings

These are given out on a Monday.  The children need to practice the words by writing them on the front neatly at least 5 times.  On the back of the sheet, the children need to write a different sentence for each of the words. It has been suggested that occasionally instead of just writing sentences, the children could compose a short piece of writing that includes each spelling word. This needs to be written in pencil.  The spellings must be returned by the following Monday morning or they will have to attend the Homework Club at 1pm that day.  We would appreciate your support with this homework.
55 club, times tables and number probes!

The 55 club is a unique way for the children to learn their multiplication and division facts.  The children get really excited and enjoy moving up the 55 club challenge board.  The challenge is on a Friday morning. A speed tables test will also be held each Friday morning. When children have achieved a set score they will move to the next x table.  A probe test based on addition and subtraction also takes place on a Friday morning. As with the 55 club, the children enjoy competing against themselves each week to try and improve their score. Your help in practicing these times-tables and addition and subtraction facts would be much appreciated. 
Homework

Other homework will be set at regular intervals with a due date made clear.  Please support your child with this part of their learning.

Reading

Please listen to your child read regularly and ask them questions to check their understanding.  Can all children bring their reading book into school every day.  Please sign their reading record when you listen to your child read.  Children who are free readers need to ensure they have a book in their bag which they bring to and from school each day.  They can either bring one from home or visit the school library on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday lunch time to choose a book. 

Bug Club

We are extremely fortunate to have this new reading resource at school and we encourage you to ask your child to show you at home if you have a computer. Your child can access a suitably levelled book at home and then answer questions related to what they have read. We will change the book for them.

Games/P.E.
Sycamore class will have PE on a Wednesday (swimming) and Friday, please ensure each child has a pair of daps or trainers, shorts and a t-shirt.  In colder weather can you make sure your child has warm clothing e.g. jogging bottoms and track suit jacket/jumper.

Spring Term topics

	Literacy
	Traditional stories, fables, myths, legends

Persuasive writing 

Stories from other cultures

	Numeracy
	In line with the numeracy framework, discussing different strategies

	ICT
	Analysing Data, Evaluating Information and Data Handling / Spreadsheets

	Art
	What a performance - 

	D&T
	Structures – making musical instruments
Food and Nutrition – biscuit making

	P.E
	Gymnastics and swimming

	Science
	Earth Sun And Moon and Sound

	PSHCE
SEAL
	Rights and responsibilities
Going for goals/ Getting on and falling out

	RE
	Why do religious books and teachings matter?

	French
	Food and drink and names of sports

	Music
	Stars hide your fire and Journey into space


Yours sincerely 

Mrs Braund, Miss Thompson and Mrs Durant
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